Research Policy
Introduction
The policy explains:
This policy sets out the policy for the conduct and management of research
activity Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust.
DEFINITION: RESEARCH
The Department of Health defines research as “the attempt to derive
generalisable new knowledge by addressing clearly defined questions with
systematic and rigorous methods.” Broadly speaking, a piece of research has
all of the following characteristics:







to whom it applies and where and when it should be applied (scope)
the underlying beliefs upon which the policy is based (principles)
the standards to be achieved (policy)
how the policy standards will be met through working practices (procedure).
purpose and rational of the policy

people outside the immediate research context/organisation;
publication)

Risk and Research Governance
Research can involve an element of risk, both in terms of return on investment (i.e. the new
knowledge gained through the study might not warrant the monies, time and effort invested)
and sometimes for the safety and well-being of the research participants. Proper governance
of research is essential to ensure that patients and the public can have confidence in, and
benefit from, quality research in health care. Patients have a right to expect high standards
(scientific, ethical and financial), transparent decision-making processes, clear allocation of
responsibilities and robust monitoring arrangements. Research will include those protected
characteristics e.g. disability, race, gender, age, religion and belief, pregnancy and maternity,
sexual orientation and marriage and civil partnership.
The Research Governance Framework for Health and Social Care sets out standards for
research in six domains: ethics, science, information, health & safety, finance and quality
research culture. It also sets out the specific responsibilities of the different parties that might
be involved in NHS research.
The Trust has a statutory responsibility to ensure that all research involving the Trust or Trust
patients is conducted in accordance with the Research Governance Framework. Trust
compliance with this requirement is monitored by the Care Quality Commission.

Research Governance Standards
Research Governance Standards include:
 General ethics
 Informed consent
 Scientific quality of research
 Information: data protection
 Information: use of existing personal data for research purposes
 Health & Safety: reporting on adverse events and incidents
 Health & Safety: indemnity
 Management & Finance: sponsorship
 Management & Finance: research approval & monitoring
 Management & Finance: honorary employment contracts
 Management & Finance: research agreements
 Management & Finance: financial management and commercial research
 Research Culture
 Service User & Carer Involvement
 Clinical Trials of Investigative Medicinal Products
 Research involving ionising radiation
 Research involving people who lack mental capacity

Responsibilities
All staff undertaking research have a responsibility to:
 comply with the Research Governance Framework
 obtain a Good Clinical Practice (GCP) certificate and
update regularly for Clinical Trials of an Investigational
Medicinal Product (CTIMP)
 make reasonable adjustments in their methodology to
ensure people with disabilities are able to have equal
access and input to research studies
 work with the Trust’s R&D Department to ensure that
all new research is in keeping with the Trust research
strategy
 ensure that the study has appropriate arrangements for
obtaining informed consent from participants that have
been approved by an NHS research ethics committee


ensure the confidentiality of information provided by
patients or collected from or on patients as part of their
healthcare is central to the public’s trust in the NHS
and health care professionals in accordance with the
Data Protection Act 1988

The Trust’s research approval process ensures that all
research is designed at the appropriate level of scientific
quality, and that the study protocol has undergone peer review
commensurate with the nature and scale of the study.

Contacts
If you still have questions, ask! It is important that this information
makes sense to you in your role. Please read the research Policy
which can be found on the staff intranet
 Contact the Risk and Safety team on
0300 3040088 or at
researchadmin@sussexpartnership.nhs.uk

