SAFEGUARDING ADULTS
SAFEGUARDING ADULTS
Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust is committed
to providing safe and effective care for people who use
services. Helping to keep service users, their families
and local communities safe from violence, abuse or
neglect is fundamental when providing care for people
who are living with mental health conditions. Sussex
Partnership has a clear responsibility in accordance with
Sections 42 to 46 of the Care Act 2014 to protect an
adult’s right to live in safety free from abuse and neglect.
Under agreed local multi agency procedures there is joint
responsibility with the local Safeguarding Adults Boards
for safeguarding adults as described in the Sussex
Safeguarding Adults Policy and Procedures.

Abuse can include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

THE CARE ACT 2014
Safeguarding means protecting an adult’s right to live in safety, free from abuse
and neglect. The aims of safeguarding adults are to:
•
Stop abuse or neglect wherever possible
•
Prevent harm and reduce the risk of abuse or neglect to adults with care
and support needs
•
Safeguard adults in a way that supports them in making choices and
having control about how they want to live
•
Promote an approach that concentrates on improving life for the adults
concerned
•
Raise public awareness so that communities as a whole, alongside
professionals, play their part in identifying and preventing abuse and neglect
•
Provide information and support in accessible ways to help people
understand the different types of abuse, how to stay safe and what to do to
raise a concern about the safety or well-being of an adult.
•
Address what has caused the abuse or neglect

Making Safeguarding Personal
Making Safeguarding Personal (MSP) is the approach now
taken to all safeguarding work. The key principle of MSP is
to support and empower each adult to make choices and
have control about how they want to live their own life.MSP
is about having conversations with people about how
responses to safeguarding situations can be made in a way
that enhances their involvement, choice and control as well
as improving their quality of life, well-being and safety.MSP
focuses on achieving meaningful improvements to people’s
lives to prevent abuse and neglect occurring in the future,
including ways for them to protect themselves.
Safeguarding outcomes should be defined by each
individual and recorded in their own words.

Physical Abuse
Domestic Violence
Sexual Abuse.
Psychological abuse.
Financial or material abuse
Modern slavery
Discriminatory abuse
Organisational abuse.
Neglect and acts of omission
Self-neglect

Safeguarding Concerns
A Safeguarding Concern is when any person has a
reasonable cause to think that an adult with care and
support needs, who is unable to protect themselves
because of those needs, is experiencing, or is at risk of,
abuse or neglect. A member of staff who believes that
there is an adult safeguarding concern as defined above
should:
•
Discuss the concern with their manager or with
another senior colleague if the manager is not available
•
Raise the concern with the local authority using
the relevant procedures for each local authority area
•
Report the concern as an Incident following Trust
policies and procedures
•
Take immediate action to ensure the safety of the
person at risk following Trust Risk assessment policy and
procedures
•
Record actions taken on Carenotes and set up the
safeguarding flag alert in line with standard operational
procedures, or record on appropriate clinical record
system for the service
• Actively co-operate with the local authority Lead
Enquiry Officer to achieve an outcome that reflects
as far as possible the wishes of the person at risk
whilst ensuring safety and complying with the
relevant legislation. Wherever possible involve the
adult at risk in every stage of the process.

Contact us
If you have any queries please contact the safeguarding
team via the email address below:
safeguardingteam@sussexpartnership.nhs.uk
Secure Email: spnt.safeguardingteamspft@nhs.net
The link to the safeguarding pages on the Trust intranet is
here: https://staff.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/nursingdepartment/teams/safeguarding-team.This will give contact
details for key leads and will also link you to the Sussex
Safeguarding Adults policy and procedures.

